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ABSTRACT

This study explores the educational, artistic, and cultural potential embedded within
ultras stands, moving beyond approaches that reduce the phenomenon to its sporting
or protest-related dimensions. It addresses the following research question: To what
extent can ultras stands evolve from spaces of sports support into spaces of artistic
and cultural education? The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on
the analysis of a sample of artistic expressions produced by Moroccan ultras groups,
including tifos and supporters’ chants drawing on literary, historical, digital, and
humanitarian references. The analysis focuses on examining their symbolic, aesthetic,
and cultural dimensions, as well as identifying the educational meanings and
functions they generate within the stadium environment. The findings reveal that
these forms of expression transcend their primary function of supporting sports teams
and perform multiple cultural and educational roles. They contribute to the
construction of collective identity, the production of shared memory, and the
promotion of values such as belonging, citizenship, solidarity, and collective
commitment. Furthermore, they foster aesthetic awareness and develop the ability to
interpret visual representations and engage with cultural symbols. The study also
highlights the capacity of ultras groups to appropriate and reinterpret diverse
references—including literature, history, digital culture, and humanitarian causes—
and transform them into collective performative expressions that are open to
circulation, reception, and interpretation. The study concludes that ultras stands
constitute non-formal spaces for the production of aesthetic and cultural experiences.

Keywords: Ultras; Artistic and Cultural Education; Performative Expressions; Non-
e Formal Education; Sports Stands.
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