DOI: https://doi.org/10.33193/JALHSS.131.2026.1680

[1SSN Online: 2414-3383

*, glaipVlg cililwiyl pgleg wlaVlg ggiall dlao (@00

walllg goidll ako

evssness  Journal of Arts, Literature, Humanities and Social Sciences
/‘ Website: www.jalhss.com | Email: editor@jalhss.com :
§ (o
Volume (131) June 2026 | 2026 guigs (131) aaall CALHSS

SFM\@ﬂ\%\jj\jJSﬁ\géwﬂ\ﬁY\ﬂm
(A A5 4y e

A gl ladis C pead 2

Al ASleal) cagrw dlad) Aaaly Aslaia¥l g Adlady) aghadl 408 delaiay) clul )all acd caolua i
443 grd)

nalawaad @ksu.edu.sa: s 9 A58 & sl

oadlall

Aokl duud 4 DA G pealeadl el S8 8 AT 4 gede dalad ) Al Al s caala
Gl (A psall sda Clidad aa )y Cnaall el Gladl) (8 Rl 3 sea LIS 5 Ay Sl
aaill ) geall 5 4y sel) U5 8 W05 AY) 5 B C Adaaldl A8l Al jall (8l g 5 jualaall Ay jall
o Gl ) geal B judall LY aal aal ddia g (B Y S8 8 e 5 )50 el Sle 38 i) pe
il g len¥) 5 b G ) 5 A 5 el olat Ay padl 4 Sl (B gl (i ppiidi LS ) Sl
Al Galdsy opall s (3l (o ABal) Claiad e CiES Ay pe Al @ile Jiad ) Jam of Jé
Slo ) (s baanll lsall 5oty il geal) olad Gl AY) ae L) she AB3e by o )
O JEEY) callaly Gopall s LAl (o Al AU aas of WS o SE bl a1y Jaliall Cal ieY)
e o GAEl GG Jalgal) Gl e W5 g jamall dual silly ) sall Ghia ) sladYl g £l pall 3hic
ST clBde el 8 agn Loy « AV e Gyl JS Lelaay il haall ) seall 1A 283 A jlas 5 )5 pun
(g baall s A Jelall 4 0l 3 alle 8 dlud) 5 B)) 8

45l ¢ ualaall oyl KA e padl s (5l 3l paY) AEED A gll (WY1 AV sdalibal) cilalsl)
S gl duhaaill 5 ) guall ¢y yal)

B RV



B RS

DOI: https://doi.org/10.33193/JALHSS.131.2026.1680

e0es [1SSN Online: 2414-3383
il | ISSN Print: 2616-3810

< gloidVlg Glilwiyl pgleg wilaVlg ggiall dlao

Journal of Arts, Literature, Humanities and Social Sciences

Website: www.jalhss.com | Email: editor@jalhss.com :
; o
Volume (131) June 2026 | 2026 guigs (131) 3l CALHSS

Representations of the Western Other in
Contemporary Arab Thought and Arabic
Fiction
(A critical cultural approach)

Dr. Nasreen Salman Al-Awad

Assistant Professor, Department of Social Studies, College of Humanities and Social
Sciences, King Saud University, Saudi Arabia

Email: nalawaad@ksu.edu.sa

ABSTRACT

This paper aimed to explore the concept of the Other in contemporary Arab thought
by tracing its theoretical and intellectual foundations, exploring the image of the West
in modern Arab discourse, and investigating its representations in contemporary
Arabic fiction. The study discusses the dialectical relationship between the Self and
the Other and its role in shaping identity and stereotypes, with particular emphasis on
Edward Said’s contributions to the critique of Orientalism as one of the most
influential frameworks for understanding representations of the East in Western
thought. It also reviews Arab intellectual attitudes toward the West, which have
ranged from rejection and admiration to critical engagement, before analyzing
selected Arabic novels that reveal the complexities of the relationship between East
and West.

The study concludes that building a balanced relationship with the Other requires
transcending stereotypes and promoting intercultural dialogue based on mutual
recognition and cultural respect. Furthermore, overcoming the traditional East—West
dichotomy necessitates a shift from the logic of conflict and exclusion to one of
dialogue and civilizational communication, alongside mutual acknowledgment of
cultural differences and a critical reassessment of the stereotypes each side holds
about the other. Such an approach can contribute to fostering more balanced and
humane relations in an increasingly interconnected cultural and civilizational world.

Keywords: The Other, Self, Cultural Identity, Orientalism, East and West,
Contemporary Arab Thought, Arabic Fiction, Stereotypes, Cultural .
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