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Evaluation of Arabic Language Curricula in the
Preparatory Stage in the State of Qatar in Light
of National Identity VValues
(A Proposed Framework)

Dr. Sayed Ragab Mohamed Ibrahim
Department of Educational Sciences, College of Education, Qatar University
Email: s.ibrahim@qu.edu.qa

ABSTRACT

The research conducted here mainly aimed at exploring the extent to which national
identity values have been utilized in the Arabic language curricula at the preparatory
school level (grades seven to nine). This was done through identifying and evaluating
distribution patterns of eight value types: national belonging and loyalty to the state,
community responsibility, moral and behavioral values, development and knowledge,
sustainability and environmental protection, global identity of the State of Qatar,
family and character building, digital culture and technological responsibility.

The research carried out content analysis of Arabic language textbooks in line with
these values, to achieve the set target. The research was based on a descriptive-
analytical approach where the value content of the textbooks was analyzed and
compared with the targeted value framework, so as to see how well the curricula meet
the requirements of national identity building in the light of the newest educational
trends.

Findings pointed to a lack of balance in the value distribution as social and cognitive
values tended to dominate while family-related, digital culture, and globally culturally
open values were under-represented. This shows that a major rebalancing of values in
terms of their analysis, evaluation, and development is necessary. Further to that, the
study found that values used in Arabic language textbooks are largely oriented
towards the direct aspects of identity values, whereas digital citizenship and global
identity dimensions are hardly addressed.

In light of the above, the study made a tentative proposal for the revamping,
reorganization, and redistribution of national identity values within the Arabic
language curricula in a manner that brings them in line with the digital age and the
knowledge society, at the same time fostering a coherent and gradual value
development over the three levels.

Keywords: Curriculum Evaluation, Arabic Language Curriculum, National ldentity
Values, Proposed Framework.
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