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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to identify how the websites of Arab news agencies covered the war
on Gaza (2023-2025), highlighting its main topics, direction, geographical scope, the
objectives of the coverage, persuasive appeals used, and primary and journalistic
sources. Additionally, it sought to uncover the most used journalistic forms, headline
types, multimedia elements, and interactive services employed. This descriptive
research utilized the survey method within the framework of content analysis. Data
were collected through a content analysis form applied to the websites of two Arab
news agencies: "Petra News Agency (Jordan)" and "WAM News Agency (UAE),"
during the period from December 1, 2024, to March 1, 2025, relying on the agenda-
setting theory.

The study found that the topic of humanitarian aid ranked first with a rate of 12.5%,
followed by the topic of martyrs and the injured at 11.4%, and then a close rate for the
destruction of infrastructure and economic losses at 11.2%. The topic of genocide and
ethnic cleansing came next at 9.8%. Negative coverage direction dominated with
61.2%, followed by positive coverage at 26.9%, and lastly neutral coverage at a low
rate of 1.9%. Reports by the agency’s in-house writers ranked first with 82.2%,
followed by correspondents or delegates at 17.8%.

Keywords: War on Gaza, Arab agency websites, Petra News Agency, WAM News
Agency.
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